
Newport Public Schools 
Curriculum Framework 

 
Subject: Classroom Music Standard #1                  Grade Level  Grade 1 
Standard Benchmarks Suggested Resources/ 

Instructional Strategies 
Assessments Student Work 

Singing, alone and with 
others, a varied 
repertoire of music  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sing by rote a variety of 
songs: nursery rhyme and 
folk songs, play/game 
songs, chants, echo songs, 
"call and response", and 
seasonal songs 
representing a variety of 
styles and cultures with 
increasing pitch and 
rhythmic accuracy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student will sing songs for assembly 
• America 
 
Songs from the USA 
• Skip To My Lou 
 
Songs from another country 
• This Old Man 
•  
Songs in a foreign language 
 
For games and dance 
• The Serpent (La Vibora) 
 
Various styles 
• Hush Little Baby 
 
Songs about animals, nature, occupations, 
and special occasions 
 
Songs for dramatization 
Old Gray Cat 
 
Solo singing 
 
Repertoire of songs learned in 
Kindergarten 
 
Exploring high/low pitches - " Ev'rybody 
Says" - The Music Connection 1, p 4 
Exploring patterns This Old Man" - The 
Music Connection 1, p. 90  

Sing a variety of simple songs with text in 
English and other languages to begin to 
build a repertoire of multicultural songs 
 
Sing with increasing accuracy of pitch and 
rhythm and with appropriate musical 
expression 
 
Sing and chant using repeated tonal patterns 
and the spoken word 
 
Sing and show concepts of up/down, 
high/low, fast/slow, loud/soft, short/long 
sounds, using body movements 
 
Sing ascending and descending tonal 
patterns using solfeggio (do, re, mi)  
 
Student will demonstrate the ability to echo 
simple melodic patterns with teacher, class, 
a small group, and alone 
 
The above will be assessed by the 
following: 
teacher observation 
class repertoire 
classroom performance 
recordings of student performances 
assemblies  
checklists 
rubric based assessments 



 
Newport Public Schools 
Curriculum Framework 

 
Subject:  Classroom Music National Standard #2                                           Grade Level  Grade 1 

 
Standard Benchmarks Suggested Resources/ 

Instructional Strategies 
Assessments Student Work 

Performing on instruments, 
alone and with others, a 
varied repertoire of music 
 

Non-Pitched 
instruments 
• Perform steady beat 

with recorded music 
• Play short rhythm 

patterns by 
imitation. 

 
Pitched instruments 
• Demonstrate high, 

low, and middle 
registers on 
Keyboard 

• Play tone clusters 
with recorded music 
at various tempi 

• Demonstrate loud 
and soft dynamics 
on the keyboard 

• Demonstrate the 
concept of going up 
and going down on 
the keyboard 

Using a variety of sound sources and 
classroom percussion instruments add 
rhythmic patterns (ostinati) to 
accompany songs learned 
 
Perform, using the rhythm of the 
steady beat, underlying pulse/beat, 
and strong beat, "Chatter With The 
Angels" - The Music Connection 2. 
 
Using pitched instruments play a 
simple melody (traditional children's 
song such as “Twinkle Little Star”) 
 
   
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

Students will: 
• play rhythm patterns using 

quarter, half, eighth notes and 
rests using classroom 
instruments 

• play rhythmic ostinati to 
accompany songs of various 
styles and cultures with 
accuracy 

• play melodies using pitches 
moving in direction 
upward/downward and 
repeated pitches 

• play and demonstrate concepts 
of loud/soft, fast/slow . 

• play alone or with a group 
using pitched instruments, e.g. 
xylophones, and/or keyboard  
instruments  

 
The above will be assessed by: 
• teacher observation 
• recordings of student work 
• checklists 
• rubric based assessments  
 
  

  
 
 



 
 

Newport Public Schools 
Curriculum Framework 

 
Subject: Classroom Music National Standard #3                    Grade Level  Grade 1 
 

Standard Benchmarks Suggested Resources/ 
Instructional Strategies 

Assessments Student Work 

Improvising melodies, 
variations, and 
accompaniment    

Student will participate 
in antecedent and 
consequence phrases 
while using hand claps, 
non-pitched instruments 
and the keyboard. 
 
Students will 
experiment with a 
variety of vocal, 
instrumental, and 
keyboard sounds. 
 
Improvise simple 
rhythmic 
accompaniments  
 
Improvise movements to 
indicate loud/soft, 
up/down, high/low to 
interpret games, songs, 
stories 
 
 

Find sound sources around the room 
or use body, vocal and instrumental 
sounds to accompany a poem or story 
 
Choose from instruments selected by 
teacher and play an accompaniment 
to a familiar song "selected from 
“Music Connection” gr. 1 or MIE 
curricular materials. 
 
Add sound effects and movement to 
selected songs from “Music 
Connection” gr. 1 or MIE curricular 
materials. 
 

Students will: 
• demonstrate skills by 

improvising rhythmic ostinati 
• demonstrate skills by 

improvising a Sound Piece 
using a variety of sound 
sources – traditional and non-
traditional sounds available in 
classroom, body sounds and 
sounds produced from MIE 
keyboards 

• demonstrate ability to 
improvise sounds to 
accompany chants, songs, 
poems, stories, instrumental 
selections 

 
The above will be assessed by: 
• student performances 
• recordings of student 

performances 
• teacher observation 
• checklists 
• rubric based assessments 
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Subject: Classroom Music National Standard #4                    Grade Level  Grade 1 
 

Standard Benchmarks Suggested Resources/ 
Instructional Strategies 

Assessments Student Work 

Composing and arranging 
music with specified 
guidelines 

Students will create new 
song by creating new 
lyrics with pre-existing 
melody 
 
Use a variety of sounds 
with pitched and non-
pitched instruments 
when composing. 
 
Create short melodies 
and instrumental rhythm 
pieces 

Students will create new lyrics to a 
song (melodic rhythm) from selected 
repertoire in “The Music Connection 
and/or MIE curricular materials. 
 
Students select environmental sounds 
to create a Sound Piece - Teacher 
makes audio tape or writes the sounds 
selected and the patterns played 
 
Technology - use computer and 
keyboards to create melodies 

Students will: 
• create a Sound Piece using a 

variety of sound sources 
• create new lyrics to a song 
• create a short song and an 

instrumental piece in duple 
meter using do, re , mi, la and 
sol)  

 
The above will be assessed by: 
• teacher observation 
• student compositions 
• recordings of student 

compositions 
• student performances 
• checklists 
• rubric based observations 
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Subject: Classroom Music National Standard #5                     Grade Level  Grade 1 
 

Standard Benchmarks Suggested Resources/ 
Instructional Strategies 

Assessments Student Work 

Reading and notating music Student will read simple 
patterns containing varied 
combinations of quarter 
note and quarter rest. 
 
Student will identify 
melodic contour 
(direction) of going up, 
down, and/or staying the 
same. 
 
Students will read 
symbols/icons that 
represent the quarter and 
eighth notes 
 
Students will read 
symbols/pictures/icons to 
represent terms referring 
to fast/slow, loud/soft, 
high/low, same/different, 
long/short 

Students will recognize patterns using 
quarter and eighth notes as walking, 
running, sliding and skipping patterns 
and icons or pictures to represent the 
beat The Music Connection Big Book -1, 
Silver Burdett and Ginn, and MIE 
curricular materials. 
 
Students will use non-traditional and 
traditional symbols to represent the 
expressive qualities of dynamics and 
tempo. 
 
Students will follow contours of melody, 
describing: up, down and same. 
 

Students will:  
• use neutral syllables, sing patterns 

represented by icons and 
represented by quarter and eighth 
notes 

• use body sounds (clap, pat, snap), 
movement, and instruments, play 
recognized rhythm patterns 

• demonstrate recognition of 
quarter notes and eighth notes by 
syllables (ta, ti) and by name 

• use numbers and/or letters, play 
simple melodies (e.g. xylophones, 
keyboards, tone chimes) 

• use technology to develop tonal 
recognitions and how to notate 

 
CLASSROOM ASSESSMENTS  
Student sings using neutral syllables 
simple notation (icons, quarter notes) 
representing simple rhythm patterns 
Student demonstrates recognition of 
notation using body sounds, 
movement and instruments (rhythm 
sticks, tambourines, tone blocks, 
claves) 
Student recognizes simple notation 
using computer software 
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Subject: Classroom Music National Standard #6                     Grade Level  Grade 1 

 
Standard Benchmarks Suggested Resources/ 

Instructional Strategies 
Assessments Student Work 

Listening to, analyzing, and 
describing music 

Student will identify the 
following forms: 
• AB 
• ABA  
• Call and Response. 
 
Student will 
demonstrate perceptual 
skills distinguishing 
between higher & lower, 
faster & slower, and 
louder & softer. 

• Invite guest artists for 
performance and discussion  

 
 
• Assembly programs, concerts  
 
• Videotapes, audiotapes.. 

• Listen to example of 
instrumental music featuring 
solo entrances with 
accompaniment. 

 
• Develop criteria listing 

appropriate ways audiences 
can demonstrate appreciation.  

 
 
• Checklist of audience behavior 
 
 
• Student evaluation 
 
 
Assessment will be made by: 
 
• Students discussion 
• Teacher observation 
• Checklists 
• Rubrics based evaluation 
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Curriculum Framework 

 
Subject: Classroom Music National Standard #7                     Grade Level  Grade 1 

 
Standard Benchmarks Suggested Resources/ 

Instructional Strategies 
Assessments Student Work 

• Evaluating music and 
music performances 

• Express ideas about 
the various types of 
music. 

 
• Demonstrate an 

awareness of 
performance 
accuracy in self and 
others. 

• Presentation of videotapes 
representing excellent examples 
of music performance 

 
• Student attendance and 

participation in concerts and 
recitals 

 
• Teacher demonstration 

 
Attend or participate in a variety 
of musical performances including 
instrumental concerts, vocal 
concerts, and ethnic performances 
of excellent quality.  
 
 
Assesment will be made by: 
 
• Student discussion 
• Teacher observation 
• Checklist 
• Rubric-based evaluation 
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Subject: Classroom Music National Standard #8                     Grade Level  Grade 1 

 
Standard Benchmarks Suggested Resources/ 

Instructional Strategies 
Assessments Student Work 

Understanding relationships 
between music, the other arts, 
and disciplines outside the 
arts   

Student will 
demonstrate counting 
groups of beats and 
steady beats (relative to 
various meters).  
Student will 
demonstrate 
understanding the 
correlation with math 
skills. 
 
Demonstrate language 
arts skills by relating to 
poetry and the Harcourt 
Brace Picture Book. 
 
Describe music as a part 
of daily life and its 
connections with other 
disciplines. 

• Guest artists 
 
• Videotapes, audio tapes 
 
• Teacher, peer demonstrations 
 
• Use of appropriate song and 

listening materials from The 
Music Connection Gr. 1 and MIE 
Curricular materials 

 
• Interdisciplinary projects 
 
 

 
Compare similarities and 
differences in the meanings of 
common terms used in various art 
forms.  
 
Assessment will be made by : 
 
• Class discussion 
• Teacher observation 
• Checklists 
• Rubric based evaluations 
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Subject: Classroom Music National Standard #9                     Grade Level  Grade 1 

 
Standard Benchmarks Suggested Resources/ 

Instructional Strategies 
Assessments Student Work 

Understanding music in 
relation to history and culture 

Students will sing songs 
from other countries, in 
other languages, from 
American History 
(including hymns and 
spirituals and songs for 
special occasions). 
 
Identify the role of 
music in daily 
experience. 

Explore the various cultures 
represented within the school 
community and use the resources for 
building repertoire of songs, dances, 
and instrumental selections. 
 
Use of music literature from The 
Music Connection Gr. 1 and MIE 
curricular materials 

 
• Describe music characteristics 

that make certain genres 
unique, e.g., marches, 
spirituals, folk songs  

 
 
• Performances 
 
• Projects 
 
 
Assessment will be made by : 
 
• Student discussion 
• Teacher observation 
• Recordings of student 

performances 
• Checklists 
• Rubric-based evaluations 

  
 


