Applications for Peer Models

Special Needs Preschool Program
Newport Public Schools Special Needs Preschool Program currently has openings for the 2011-2012 school year for peer models.  Children participating in the peer program must be at least 3 years of age, and must fulfill registration requirements.  

The preschool classes consist of both morning and afternoon sessions.  The preschool calendar coincides with the Newport Public Schools calendar.

Enrollment is open to children of district residents.  It is required that all children reside in the Newport Public Schools district.  The district’s preschool program is primarily designed for children with disabilities; however, typically developing children who enjoy a well-rounded, developmentally appropriate preschool class also may enroll to serve as peer role models for the students with disabilities.  Peer role models attend free of charge.
Newport’s Preschool Program is organized to facilitate children’s development in six major areas:  cognition, communication, self-help, motor skills, social and play skills and emotional development.  Curriculum objectives are met in a literacy-rich, language based developmentally appropriate environment.
Peer models should be 3 years old, toilet trained, and possess age appropriate communication, play, and socialization skills.  Children must pass the Child Outreach screening.
Parents of typically developing preschoolers who are interested in enrolling their child as a peer model in the preschool program may pick up an application in the office of the Early Childhood Coordinator.  You will then be contacted by the Early Childhood Coordinator to set up an observation visit for your child and a time to complete the Child Outreach screening if it has not already been completed at your child’s current preschool.
Mail completed application to:  Newport Public Schools




      Attn: Nichole Cardoza/Early Childhood Coor.





      15 Wickham Rd.




      Newport, RI  02840

Skill Expectation Checklist for Peer Models:  (to be completed by preschool teacher during observation visit)
___Plays cooperatively with peers

___Takes turns with minimal assistance

___Participates in an activity when invited by a peer or an adult

___Verbally interacts with peers in a play situation

___Speech is clear and understandable by unfamiliar adults

___Can follow simple directions and some multiple step directions

___Responds to simple questions

___Can work in small group for at least 10 minutes

___Uses toys and classroom materials appropriately

___Listens attentively to a story and can make comments or answer age appropriate questions about the story

___Separates easily from parent
___Helps with simple tasks when asked, such as cleaning up

___Independent with toileting needs

___Follows safety rules with minimal reminders

Application for Newport Public Schools

Preschool Peer Model Program

Please Print:

Child’s Name:_________________________________________________

Nick Name:____________________________________
Sex:_________

Date of Birth:___________________________________________________

Parents(s)/Guardian(s):___________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________

City, Zip Code:__________________________________________________

Home Phone:________________

Work Phone:________________

Parent’s Native Language:_________________________________________

Attendance Preference:  (Circle one)

AM Session

PM Session

No Preference

Other Preschool Experiences:________________________________________

After this application is completed and returned, we will call you to set up an observation time for your child to come and visit us for one morning or afternoon session.  The observation gives our preschool staff an opportunity to view your child within the preschool environment.  Our preschool teacher may request further observation visits if needed.  The Early Childhood Coordinator will contact families to arrange observation days and times.

If accepted into our peer model program, Newport Public Schools reserves the right for dismissal if a child is not fulfilling their role as peer model within the program.

