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Pr incipal Ms.  Behan:  Many of the Carey families have met my intern, Lisa Monahan. Lisa is working 
towards her Administration Degree through Boston University. Having an intern has many benefits. It is 
really great for the Carey School community as well as a great learning opportunity for me. As Lisa’s 
mentor I am forced to really think through each problem in order to discuss the how and why of my 
decisions. One of the many initiatives Lisa and I are working on is parental engagement. Lisa will share her 
interpretation of the SALT data; specifically the parent piece. One item that was mentioned on the SALT 
survey was better communication when we have staff changes. I mentioned at the last PTO meeting that we 
have four fabulous staff members retiring this year; Nancy Young, Karen Cipriani, Joyce Johannis, and 
Joan Kelly. I know the staff and families wish them well in their retirement, but they will truly be missed. 
Ms.  Monahan:  Carey School has received many wonderful donations and charity. As a school 
community we appreciate everything we receive, and plan to spread our good fortune. The staff and 
students are working on community service projects – adding to a never- ending list of “good deeds”.  
March kicked off the Pennies for Patients drive organized by Mrs. Grayko’s students. Miss Hole’s students 
are doing a drive to support the animals at The Potter League. Please look out for information. In April 
there will be opportunities to support our local shelter by donating food and health items, in conjunction 
with a family dance. Kindergarten and 5th grade will focus their efforts on supporting the local shelter and 
veterans. Mr. Sherman's class will be making quilts for children at Hasbro Hospital as part of the ABC 
Quilt Project. Mrs. Rosenthal’s students will be writing for and reading to adults in a local nursing home. 
Later in the spring the 4th graders will try their hand at farming and plant vegetables to be donated to a 
local food pantry. Each project is an academic and social learning opportunity for the students and staff. By 
participating in these community service projects we hope to tie our school community closer to our local 
community. 
Kinder gar t en:  Mr s.  Blaess: We are continuing to use our reading strategies to become better readers! 
Everyone is enjoying our daily reading! We have wonderful leveled books for the students to read. They 
are taking advantage of it and reading up a storm! We have been working hard writing personal narratives 
since January. We are now publishing one of our stories. Look for the published story coming home soon. 
We are into our new unit  about shapes in math. Students have also been doing a wonderful job counting 
how many students we have and verifying it. Students have to count up to 15 now and recognize all of the 
numbers. We use two different strategies to figure out our problems. We try and draw a picture or act it out. 
In science we have just begun our new unit Marbles, Tracks, and Ramps. This is a very exciting unit. This 
unit is based on inquiry. Students are predicting what they think will work and then implementing their 
prediction. After they draw their observations, write a response, and further questions. We are learning 
about different types of forces. In Social Studies, we will be working on community helpers. Students will 
be creating a book about them. This is our non-fiction book the students will write. They will be including 
features of non-fiction such as a table of contents and headings. We have just finished learning about 
Ireland. We have looked at some of the symbols of St. Patrick’s Day. 
Gr ade 1:  Mr s.  Gr ayko & Mr .  Sher man: 1st graders have begun a unit on non-fiction in reader’s 
workshop. We will learn to determine what information is most important from our reading and how to 
report our learning both with informational posters and “All About” pieces that we’ll be writing in writer’s 
workshop. Look for an invitation in the upcoming weeks to come to a fabulous “All About Author’s 
Celebration”! In math we are spending more time on combinations (to 10, doubles, + / - 2). The goal is to 
have math fact fluency. You can help at home by practicing with flash cards. We will begin a unit on 
balance and motion in science and continue learning about U.S. landmarks and symbols. Mrs. Grayko’s 
class helped the school to raise over $1,000 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society! They are very proud 
of their good deed. Mr. Sherman’s class will soon begin their quilt project. They will be making quilts to 
donate to the ABC Quilt Project for babies that are unable to leave the hospital right away. Both classes are 
extending their community service to collecting pop tabs for the Providence Ronald McDonald House. 
Such good 1st grade citizens! 



Gr ade 2:  Mr s.  Rosent hal:The luck of the leprechaun was with us during the blustery month of March! 
We had a visit from Lucky O’Leprechaun. Congratulations to those who incorporated their simple machine 
knowledge to make Leprechaun traps. We didn’t catch him...but he did leave gold coins behind! The 
simple machine boxes have been packed away. Our new science unit is Insects. We will begin with an 
overview of all animal groups, then become entomologists (scientists who study insects). Please encourage 
the interest and curiosity that will develop between your child and our six-legged friends! In  reader’s 
workshop we have been busy developing wonders and making inferences about books we read. The ability 
to wonder and ask questions is very helpful as we transition into our non-fiction unit of study. We will 
discover the ways in which the features of non-fiction help us understand what we read. This assists us in 
our non-fiction procedural and report writing. In math we’re becoming architects by constructing buildings 
with arrays of rooms and floors. Further in the unit we will discover different patterns and sequences. In 
Social Studies, we will embark on a geography unit about islands and island life. Our focus is Aquidneck 
Island. We will compare our lives to the Native Americans who lived in our area long ago. Miss K. is 
taking over more responsibilities and getting to know the children better everyday! Our community service 
project is partnering with St. Clare’s Nursing Home to correspond with the residents and visit the home to 
meet and read with them. If you would like to help in this project please contact me. Thank you for 
providing your child with a snack each day, it saves a lot of time and gives the children more independent 
reading time!  
Gr ade 3:  Miss Hole: If time flies when you’re having fun...then we’re having a blast. We are busy 
getting ready for 4th grade. We have been learning reading comprehension strategies, writing techniques, 
and math problem solving strategies. We are continuing to practice the multiplication tables and have our 
tests on a different table every Friday. It is important that your child practices the multiplication tables at 
home. Please encourage your child to study every night for at least 15 minutes. This will be a huge help in 
enabling them to reach their goal of memorizing the tables to 12! (Very important for success in math, 
especially in grade 4 and beyond). In Science we are starting our new kit called WATER. Our Social 
Studies unit is about Famous Explorers. We wrapped up our 8-week program with Mrs. Leys from the 
Potter League for Animals. She taught us so much about the care of animals and what an awesome 
responsibility it is to be a pet owner. As our way of thanking them, we will be conducting a Supply Drive. 
Please send in any donations to Miss Hole’s room. The animals and 3rd graders thank you for your support. 
Happy Spring! 

Gr ade 4:  Mr s.  Moor e:  We can’t believe we’re almost into the 4th and final quarter! Students are very 
busy reading and writing for their author study projects. Our next science unit will be Ecosystems. We are 
eager to observe our class critters in their environments. We could still use some clear 2 liter soda bottles. 
In our reader’s workshop, we are reading different titles that revolve around the theme of the American 
revolution. In math, we are using landmark numbers to work with larger numbers. As you can see we are 
working very hard to get ready for 5th grade. 

Gr ade 5:  Mr .  Kout sogiane & Miss McGr eavy: Our students are looking forward to Spring and new 
units to explore. Much of our reading and writing will address information and issues involving the Civil 
War and Slavery. We’ll be involved in web quests during Social Studies where we’ll research various 
websites. The research will enable us to answer questions, create a power point presentation and write a 
historical fiction story. They will also learn about the power of persuasive writing. Perhaps it’ll help 
persuade our parents for a variety of purposes. In science we are completing our small go-cart designs. 
We’ll test our designs by rolling them down a ramp and measuring the distance they’ve traveled. We will 
collect and analyze the data from our go-cart experiment. Our next science unit, “Floating and Sinking” 
will focus on the principles of buoyancy and related forces. During math we are currently focusing on the 
concepts of two-dimensional geometry and measurement. Out next unit, “Decimals on Grids and Number 
Lines” will take our present knowledge and experience with fractions and percents and apply and relate it 
to decimals. Mr. K’s class is happy to announce that we’ve received a grant from Casey Farm in North 
Kingstown to participate in an interdisciplinary unit with the kindergarten called “Project C.H.I.C.K.” we’ll 
observe the development of eggs from incubation to hatching while conducting some experiments and 
reading and writing about this amazing biological process. Lastly, Miss McGreavy’s class would like to 
thank Mr. Scigulinsky for his presentation about his teaching experiences in China and his lessons about 
the Chinese New Year. 

Ar t Ð Mr s.  Cipr iani:  The students of Carey School are working on the following themes in 



Art: 

Gr ade K & 1:  Literacy Project, Eric Carle 

Gr ade 2:  Spring Projects 

Gr ade 3:  Pirates, Explorers in New England Projects 

Gr ade 4:  Art History—Medieval Letters  

Gr ade 5: Art History—Mythology at the Marble House Art Show Projects 

Save the Date:  May 16th—Art Show at the Elms Carriage House featuring our fifth grade 
artists 

Libr ar y- Mr s.  Per r y: Carey School’s library has added over 150 new books to our collection 
donated in loving memory of Sandra Clooney by her family and friends. Our students are so 
excited! They have begun checking them out already. The community helper books have been 
a big hit. Mr. Turner told 1st grade the custodian book is very accurate and first grade 
thought the custodian in the book even looked like Mr. Turner (except for the glasses). 
Stop by and check out our collection. Each book has a book plate in her memory. 

READI NG WEEK:   Would you like to be a guest reader at Carey School?  Celebrate 
Reading Week 2008 April 7-11.  If you would like to read to your child’s class (or any class) 
please call the school office and let them know (847-1690).  You will be assigned a date and 
time to come in.  Each time slot is 20 minutes long.  You may bring a book with you or one will 
be provided.  There will be many reading activities that week so be sure to have your child 
keep you up to date.  The activities for the week will include Dr op Ever yt hing And Read.  
This is when all students and staff will drop everything and spend 10 minutes reading 
silently each day.  Returning this year is the ever popular ÒBooks Wit h SnacksÓ, where the 
teachers choose a book and share a snack to have while reading. Each class will be asked to 
donate snacks for the book baskets.  Look for notes to come home with your child soon.  
Thanks in advance for your help.  Our reading challenge will be for a total of 1,500 books to 
be read by Carey students during the week.  A closing assembly will be held on Friday to 
find out if our students reached the goal and how we will celebrate. Encourage your child to 
read everyday.  

As always, parent involvement is encouraged at Carey. We hope all parents feel welcome to 
participate in the activities of this special week. 

The Scholastic Book Fair will be open during the week for students and parents. 

ELL:  Mr s.  Har r ingt on:   Our English Language Learners have changed over the past few months.  It is 
difficult to recall the “newly arrived” students of September to the chatty English speakers of the Spring.  
We are in the classroom now for almost all of our lessons and speak English with American accents and 
our understanding of the language is excellent. 
FSC/ Mr s.  Silvia: We have been very busy at Carey School. We will be celebrating Reading 
Week 2008  April 7th-11th. Cluster IV programs will begin April 28th. Information will be 
sent home. We have a number of community service projects going on, Pennies for Patients, 
Collection for the Potter League, Health and Beauty Drive for a local shelter, just to name a 
few. We enjoyed the annual spaghetti dinner on March 12th and celebrated St. Patrick’s 
Day with the Green Breakfast on March 17th. We will be holding our school family dance on 
April 25th. Look for information to come home. If you have any questions or concerns about  
the programs please call Nicole, 848-0530.  
SALT SURVEY: We recently received the Parent SALT Survey information. There are some areas that 



we are quite proud of and some we hope to improve. We aim to continuously improve in collaborating with 
you to ensure each child’s educational success. 
Posit ives: What we are doing well 
¥ 86% of parents believe we keep you informed about school news/events 
¥ 92% have been invited to participate in PTO 
¥ 86% of parents feel as though we respond to their concerns and requests within a reasonable time 
¥ 83% of parents feel we contact them when there is a problem  
What we could do better  
¥ Homework- provide parents with explanations how to check homework and provide homework 

discussion opportunities 
¥ Include parents on committees-curriculum, school improvement 
¥ Contact parents when their child does something well or improves 
¥ Provide parents with more community services that they may want to use 
We hope to improve on areas you feel we could do better. We take your comments seriously. Your input 
will provide us with an opportunity to reflect on our work to strengthen our partnership. 
 

St udent  Of  t he Mont h  

J anuar y:  Dylan McGrath, Josefine Krohn, Stephen Bogholtz, Kaylin Schuster, Charles 
Taylor, Kathia Rangel, Julia Perry, Sarah Basden 

Febr uar y:  John Rangel, Izzy Booth, Katie Pothier, Kathleen Bestoso, Pearl Emerson, 
Leonard LaCote, Caleb Mynatt, Kansas DeJesus 

Kiwanis Ter r if ic Kids 

J anuar y:  Ki’Andra Moon, Jack Gomes, Leanna Hull, Wynton Guli, Constantine McKeon, José 
Guardado, Kenny Schaldenbrand, Flora Contreras 

Febr uar y:   Isabella Pearo, Sam You, Ewan Noble, Amaya LaCote, Ashley Bronk, Loriane 
Merced-Parrilla, Pari Hollis, Jayonna Ardrey 

 

Are you looking for ways to help your child’s classroom but don’t know what to do?  Teachers 
always welcome donations.  Here are a few ideas: Tissues/Paper Towels, Glue sticks, Class 
snacks, Stickers, Antibacterial surface wipes/Hand sanitizer 

School Libr ar ies ar e t he key t o st udent  achievement  
 
Research has shown a direct connection between high quality school library media programs and student 
achievement 

 
A large stock of books is a prerequisite for an effective reading program.   Researchers found the quantity 
of resources in the school library to be a powerful predictor of reading scores, suggesting that a good school 
library can make up part of the gap between the rich and poor in literacy development. 
 
 Free voluntary reading has a positive impact on reading comprehension, vocabulary, spelling ability, 
grammar usage and writing style.  Children who read more typically have higher literacy development. 

 
Students in schools with well-equipped library media centers staffed by professional library media 
specialists perform better on assessments of reading comprehension and basic research skills. 

 
Spending for school library media programs is the single most important variable related to better student 
achievement. 

 
 Test scores increase when students know how to use, and have access to, sources of accurate online 



information about the subjects that they are studying. 
 
 We know from our research and our practical experience that our libraries can make a significant 
contribution to reading achievement for our students, in cooperation with our teachers, reading specialists, 
and parents. 
 
 An excellent school library is the central hub of information essential to every student and teacher. 

(Teacher Librarian, Jan 2008) 
 

Spr ing is Her e 

Spr ing is her e and t he weat her  should be get t ing war mer ,  but  in New England t hat  is 
not  always t he case.   Please dr ess your  child appr opr iat ely f or  t he weat her .   Layer s 

ar e a good idea.    

 


